A Graffiti-Fighter’s Guide to a Cleaner Community: Time-tested tips 

· Clean or remove graffiti as soon as it happens. The police and other experts advise us that this is the only way to stop graffiti. Vandals hate having their “tags” removed, and will move out of the neighborhood when they know graffiti will be cleaned or repainted right away.  

· “Adopt” a Mailbox or other public fixture. The Postal Service supplies free paint and other supplies to residents who agree to keep mailboxes clean.  

· Urge your neighbors and local businesses to join us. 

· If you see vandalism in action, call the police. Graffiti is a crime. If you see people spraying graffiti, call 911.  The police encourage using 911 for this crime. Help the police and prosecutors by agreeing to press charges and cooperating as a witness. You can also call the NYPD Hotline at 212-374-5914.

· Attend meetings of the local Police Precinct Community Council. Let the police know of trouble spots in our area, and ask them to take action. The 108th Precinct Council meets on the last Tuesday of each month at 8:00 PM. The location is 41-20 Queens Blvd. For more information, call the Precinct at (718) 784-5411.

· Talk with your children about graffiti. Many kids are unaware that graffiti is a crime for which they can be arrested. Still, others don’t know that most people find it offensive. Tell your kids the facts. Encourage your school administrators to present seminars on graffiti.   

For further information: check out the Mayor’s Graffiti Task Force website at http://nyc.gov/nograffiti or call the Sunnyside United Neighborhood Network’s (SUNN) Anti-Graffiti Hotline:  646-298-8669.
